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) The Honorable Deonald L Evana
/o Mr, Rolland A . Schmitten
- Director; Office of Habitat Conservation
' NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service -
. F/HC 1315 East-West Highway
SilVer Spf‘ing, MD- 20910 |

| Dcar Sccrctary Evana

T write you today to urge yau to respond 1rmnad1ately to the request for protactlng dccp sea, |
" corals as set out in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 (June 14, 2004). Deep sea corals are slow-growing, long-
- lived species threatened by expansion of bottom trawling into iew waters and depths. These . .
corals provide important benthic habitat essential for breeding, growing, feedlng, and restmg
They warrant munedlate protecuon from bottom trawlmg

' The saaﬂoor is not one homagenoua stretch of sand. Itisa mlx‘mre ofa Va;r1ety of habitat typasj e
' all of which play different roles-to diverse benthic marine species. ‘While habitats such as sand
. and mud may be able to recover from disturbance, dcela sea corals are much mofe vuinerable.
B While they thrive in areas where strong currents carry hutrients to feed them, when deepsea
. corals are confronted with fishing gear that can weigh several tons, they are defenseless. Acres .
" upon acres have already been. tumed to rubble by bottom trawls. Onge they are demolished, their . -
slow-growth rates of millimeters to centimieters per year pravcnt fast recovery. In fact, they may
NEver recover, as other species may move in, or there may not be sufficlent coral apawmng 111 '
 other locales to act asa source af replemshment -

. We already have ewdaxme of what happens when bottom trawls fish.in deep sea coral habitats;
“Qculina Banks off northeaat Florida has been 90-99% destroyed by the fishing gear and other
sources of impact. The grouper that once cong;ragated in large apawnmg aggregations above the
Qculina vericosa corals have béen smaller and less productive since the destruction. Itis only
after intensive coral restoration efforts that the groupers have begun to return. Grouper
- populations in the southeast have suffered from overfishing and poor management The
- pulverization of their prlme breeding habitat is one.of the factors preventing their recovery.
~ Oculina Banks is a warning of what can happen if bottom trawls and other threats to. daap sea
- corals are allowed to pmcaad thhout ragard to corals, :

Cammemlally and recraahonally 1mp0rtant ﬁah spamea, in adchtmn to countlass fish and ‘
1nvertabrate spemea 1mparta11t to the deep sea marlna ecosystem, are thraatanad w1th Dvarﬁahmg :
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‘ and other stresses Wﬂ:hout thmr preferred habltats, some specres may be un&ble 10 recover from S
" Jow population lévels. The approach suggested in the Rulemaking Petition would afford these. o
-+ species a greater chance of surviving and thrwmg \mthout placmg an u;udue economic burden on
. ,bnttom trawl ﬁshers, e : o . : :

. By allowmg bc)ttc)m 't:t'awhng to contmue to expa;m:'l mto new terrltory mﬂmut ﬁrst 1dent1fymg ,
‘whether deep sea corals are preserit, we are losing an important chanee: to. prutect deep sea corals
; and also the specles that use andrely on them, The provisions contained in the Petltmn would -
: 'pre:vent needless destruction without hurtmg ﬁshcrs In-addition to gathermg more 1nformat10n, S
“the Petition advocates restricting bottom trawls fo the footprint they have alteady impacted. This  ;:‘ e
. festriction would allow fishers to continue to receive income from areas that have already be:en
- damaged or dcs‘troycd and prmrmze as yct 1n~tact cleep sea coral& for protectmn and researﬁh

o Currently, deep sea corals may be protectcd from ﬁshmg urrder thr: Essentlal Fish' Habltat!Habltat »
" Aréaof Particular Coneern regulations, Howgver, few regmnal fishery managément councﬂs e

.. haveacted to protect deep sea corals sing the HAPC process. Even when deep seacoral -~ .- .
" habitats are demgnated as HAPCs, protections are not atways put in place. Rather than-allow -

. ‘addmonal acres of deep seii corals to be turned into barren rubble, I urge you to take immediate

action to impletment | the prowslons suggested:i in the Petrtmn Such action would prowde: needed -
consrstency, research prmrrtres, mld protectlun t6- deep sea corals and the specms that llvc m and AR
depend on them R o R ‘ S

o Bllls have been mtroduced in both the House and Senate t0 achleve ob_}ectlves Slrmlar to those Df AR
the Petition. Ovér 1,400 sciéntists from countries around the world have called fot- similar -
. .action. The United Nations Environmenit Programrie advocates protection of deep séa mrals '
... and.seamouints on the high seas. The. public:has submitted thousands of commentsto .~
- .congressional and administration offices in support of protection of deep sed corals. -
- .'Implementmg the provisions of the Petition. would respond to all of these calls for action Whlle o
- having a very. Timited negative economic impact on bottom trawler's, The overall economic gams‘ o
. -to béhad from protection far outweigh the desire for “clearcutting” these “forests” of the sed.
" Such destruction would not have been tolerated for this long on land. “The public and the -
. scientific cormmunity are now making their voices héard on the need to ensure the survival of
deep sea corals throughout U.S. waters and around the world. It'is ume to tﬁka thls most |
, .necessary, reasaned and moderate actlon Wlth all ha.ste o S

‘:Agam I fully suppm*t ﬂus Pet1tmn, and tha:nk you for takmg the: tlme to conmder my comments L

| ‘\Smcerely, e

~Vice President-
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